Language Arts 3 Basic/Essentials
Norco High School


Contacts

Please feel free to call at any time with questions or concerns and I will be happy to make contact with you as soon as possible.

Teacher: Mrs. Shannon Trippy

Instructional Assistant: Ms. Stephanie Procko
Phone: 951-736-3241 ext. 25610
Email: strippy@cnusd.k12.ca.us 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays before or after school
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Welcome to Language Arts 3A/B!  This year I hope that we can work together to achieve our goals and have a good time! To be successful in this class, your effort and cooperation is a necessity.  I am available for additional assistance before and after school and at lunch by appointment. 

Curriculum

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The focus of this class is American literature.  The district has adopted a new textbook that we will add to our curriculum this year. I will send more info later about accessing online resources. The course work for in-class and homework assignments is aligned to the Common Core Standards.  Lesson plans are varied and will cover: Reading, Writing, Language Conventions, and Listening and Speaking Applications. 

Reading: The in-class readings, as well as the required core novels, are selections from American authors.  The students will respond and demonstrate comprehension through discussion, examination, and writing.  The students will be expected to compare, contrast and analyze literary works in relation to historical and social context.  We will also work with reading strategies to help students comprehend and analyze non-fiction texts.  
Mechanics/Grammar: In addition to the readings, we will also work on grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, organizing essays, vocabulary and spelling skills. Improving these skills is important for career and college readiness.

Writing: Students will have many writing exercises: quick writes, essays, written analysis of literature and nonfiction text.  Students will also be required to complete a major career research report in 3rd quarter. This culminating project will be shared with the students’ case carriers to be used as a sample supporting students’ skills and transition plans. Detailed instructions, as well as a scoring rubric, will be given for each assignment. Students will be expected to improve writing skills based on his/her own skill level and assessed throughout the year.
Listening/Speaking: Students will be engaged in listening and responding exercises daily individually, within small groups, in partners, and as a whole class. 

IEPs

Accommodations, such as extended time for assignments/projects/tests, tests read aloud and multi-modal instruction, are built-in to the curriculum and class set-up.  In addition, all modifications and accommodations from a student’s current IEP will be implemented.  

Materials

Organization and preparation are vital areas for student success.  Please be prepared with all items necessary for class, including: 

-3 ring binder with dividers
-pencil/pen (blue or black ink only, please) 

-flash drive
-Professional email address
Grading

Grades are based on a point system that is converted to the traditional grading system.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A- 90%-100%

B- 80%-89%

C- 70%-79%

D- 60%-69%

F- 59% and below

Opportunities for extra credit will be offered with each unit. No “make-up packet” for missing assignments will be provided!  Keep on top of assignments!
Attendance

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Grades will suffer as a result of poor attendance, and this includes tardies. If an absence is known about ahead of time, please let me know and an arrangement to get make-up work will be made. It is your responsibility to ask for make-up work when returning from an absence.


Tardies

Students lose participation points for every tardy!

- I follow NHS’ tardy policy and assign a detention after 3 tardies
- If the detention is not served by the due date (usually within 1 week), the time will be doubled.  
-Finally, a doubled detention that is not served will go to a referral (administrative).
Classroom Guidelines
All students have been provided with a copy of the district and school policies. Students are to observe those guidelines in addition to the following in this class: 

1. Treat yourself and others with respect.

2. Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.

3. Keep hands and feet to yourself.

4. Bring class materials and completed assignments (please go to your locker during passing, not class!)

5. While I respect your self-expression, please follow the district dress code 

6. Please, no applying make-up in class.
Cellphones

Although they provide peace of mind in an emergency, and we will use them periodically as a resource in class, unauthorized cell phone usage in the class is unacceptable. Consider this your warning! Phones being used irresponsibly during class will be taken to the front office to be picked up by student after school.
Books & Instructional Materials
- Pearson My Perspectives ELA11: American Literature
- Semester Core Novels- The Crucible, Of Mice and Men
-Internet sources and videos approved by district curriculum committee.
Resources

I have included a list of resources to help you help your student to reach his/her full academic potential.

The Norco High School website http://www.cnusd.k12.ca.us/Page/11317 is a valuable tool to:

· Keep updated on events at the school

· Make contacts with teachers and administrators

· View upcoming projects and homework assignments from individual teachers

· Information provided can also be translated into six different languages.

Special Education Issues

Find information about parent advocacy, laws and rights, teaching strategies, learning disabilities, current research, etc. from these online resources:

http://www.wrightslaw.com/
http://www.iser.com/CAadvocacy.html
http://www.ldonline.org/

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/

Homework Help

In addition to teacher help and school website, receive homework assistance from these on-line websites:

http://chatterbeeshomework.homestead.com/

http://www.homeworkhelp.com/

http://www.ldonline.org/

Language Arts Common Core Standards

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/ 
Thank you for your time. I look forward to meeting you at "Back to School Night!" 

Please return this sheet with your students. 

We have read the coursework description, classroom guidelines and grading system. 

Parent/guardian signature_________________________ Date_______________________ 

Student signature_______________________________ Date_______________________  

Contact Info

Print student name________________________________________ 

Print parent/guardian name _________________________________ 

Home Phone_________________ Work Phone_________________ 

Email address ___________________________________________

Best time/place to contact parent/guardian______________________ 

Comments/Questions: 
Access Info
My student has/does not have (circle one) access to a computer that goes online.
My student has/does not have (circle one) access to a printer at home.
